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PART 1: LANGUAGE ACQUISTION
QUESTION A
There are various ideas about language acquisition. Firstly, the innateness hypothesis states that some knowledge about language exists in human at birth. Language acquisition is a biologically based behavior that human children learn naturally without instruction or training. Secondly, the imitation hypothesis of language acquisition states that human children acquire language by mimicking people around them. Imitation hypothesis does not account for other aspects of children’s language such as utterances they have not heard from adults. Additionally it does not account for language acquired by a child 5 years after birth. Thirdly, Poverty of stimulus theory accounts for the ability of children to learn other patterns of language they have not heard.
Fourthly, reinforcement hypothesis suggest that children learn language by positive reinforcement when they make a grammatical error and by being corrected when don’t. However parents and care takers gives response to the facts of children statements. Fifthly, interactional hypothesis states that children acquire language by their abilities to extract language from their surrounding and construct the phonology, semantic and syntax of their native language. Basically they identify language pattern, formulate rules about the pattern and use them to make new utterances. Lastly cognitive functional linguistics proposes that language acquisition is as result of cognitive and intellectual development.
QUESTION B
After birth human children continue the language acquisition process by cooing and babbloing. At one year, they can utter one word which is also known as holophrases. At 18 month of age, children enter the second stage where they can comfortably combine words. As time continues they begin to add more words in their utterances, this is referred to as telegraphic speech. Research indicates that at 6 years, human children can understand the meaning of words by looking at the object or person mentioned.
In some instances children overextend the meaning of words while in other instances they underextend them. By learning semantics human children understand the range of meaning that adults assign to different words. During school years children continue to understand meaning of different words. Children may learn more than one language. Simultaneous bilingualism occurs when a child acquire two or more language from birth whereas sequential bilingualism occur when a child acquire the second language after learning the first language. There are two hypothesis that proposes how children learning more than one language; the unitary system hypothesis and separate systems hypothesis. Language acquisition as adults involves pronunciation practices, vocabulary memorization and grammar exercise .The second language is stored in different part than the first language.
PART II: MORPHOLOGY
A.    How many morphemes, how are the morphemes classified.
Ex-boy-friend       3
Shark    1
Help-ful-ness   3
Dis-trust   2
Rate-d   2
Quick-est   2
Player-s    2
Snow-ed   2
Re-charge-able   3
The   1
PART III: SYNTAX
A. PHRASE STRUCTURE DIAGRAM.
Allie   and   Anna   drove     to    the   store.
N         CNJ         N        V     prep   Det     N
The   store   behind   the bank   was  really busy.
Det N              prep    Det N        V     Adv.    Adj 
The basketball team, the softball team and the soccer team   listened    to    the Athletic Director.
             Det N                Det N               CNJ        Det N             V         prep          Det N
The Athletic Director  left   the meeting    before   the players.
             Det N               V       Det N            Prep       Det N
The chemist and  the biologist   consulted   with the physicist.
Det N            CNJ      Det N               V        Prep              Det N
The physicist disagreed   with the chemist
Det N                  V           prep       Det N
The chemist   walked    down   the hallway.
Det N                  V           Prep      Det N
The chemist, the biologist   and   the physicist   teach     in     this building
Det N                   Det N      CNJ     Det N             V      Prep      Det N
The goldfish are   in   the aquarium
Det N            V      Prep        Det N
The aquarium   sits   near   the desk
   Det N             V     Prep     Det N
PART IV: PREPAIRIG FOR RESEARCH
Syntax is the most interesting aspects of linguistics. Study of syntax helps us understand how children learn their first language. How they construct sentences as well as what stage they learn a tacit syntactic rule of language. It also helps us understand how bilingual and multilingual speakers construct sentences. The study of syntax opens doorway for future researchers in the field of linguistics. Lastly it helps us develop effective communication skills. I would like to study the current issue in syntax for my research paper.




